Thames Valley Renewable Energy Planning Group

Notes from the Meeting

8th May 2003 at the Environment Centre, High Wycombe

Present:

	Bev 
	Hindle
	Bracknell Forest Borough Council

	Colin
	White
	Chilterns AONB 

	Paul 
	Fellows
	GOSE

	Simon
	Holt
	National Wind Power

	James
	Fox
	Reading Borough Council

	Kate 
	Ford
	Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead

	David 
	Payne
	SE England Regional Assembly

	Ian
	Bacon
	TV Energy

	Annette
	Deveson
	TV Energy

	Nick 
	Burrows
	Vale of White Horse District Council

	Sara
	Willis
	West Oxfordshire District Council

	Farah
	Humayan
	Wokingham Council


Apologies: 

	Chris
	Ford
	Wycombe District Council

	Keith
	Richards
	TV Energy

	Paula
	Amorelli
	West Berkshire Council

	Nigel 
	Evans
	Cherwell District Council

	Will 
	Armstrong
	Cherwell District Council

	Howard
	Albertini
	Slough Borough Council

	Frankie
	Upton
	Oxfordshire County Council

	Mark 
	Jaggard
	Oxford City Council


1. Progress with the Regional Assembly Renewable Energy Strategy  ‘Harnessing the Elements’

David Payne updated the group on  progress with the review of the regional renewable energy RPG. 

The RPG is based on a regional resource assessment completed in 2001 and contains a raft of policies for renewable energy (RE) and the context for these. A draft was put out for consultation in the autumn of 2002 and the revised strategy based on this consultation is to be released in May 2003. This will consist of two parts: the first contains seven key policies and the second contains supporting information.  The consultation period will close at the end of July and it is expected that the public examination period will commence in November. 

2. Planning Reform New Arrangements

Paul Fellows explained the role of the proposed local development framework (LDF) which will act as an umbrella for a series of statutory and non statutory local development documents and will be the spatial expression of the Community Plan.  The LDF will include core policies, area action plans, site specific policies, a statement of community involvement and SPGs. The nature of the LDF which will have separate parts, will make revising and updating local planning documents much easier in the future. Planning authorities are also expected to carry out a sustainability appraisal of their LDF’s. 

Procedures: planning authorities will need to develop a Local Development Scheme which sets out a project management plan for developing the LDF which is to be agreed by the Secretary of State. This LDS will need to be in place 6 months after the creation of the Act which is expected in spring 2004. A full LDF is expected within 3 years after the creation of the Act.

PPG22 for Renewable Energy is due for revision in the late summer and together with the LDF is expected to create more flexibility for RE planning applications. The regional spatial strategy ‘Harnessing the Elements’ will also provide a statutory framework for renewables and local plans will be required to conform with this. Supplementary planning guidance for RE will have an important role in the LDFs. 

GOSE are willing to help planning authorities through the transition period between the old and new system and will be visiting individual authorities. Kevin Bowen is the key contact at GOSE for Bucks, Berks and Oxfordshire. 

3. Wind Energy Opportunities in the Thames Valley

Simon Holt from National Wind Power gave a presentation on the need for wind energy, the UK Energy White Paper, the wind energy resource in the region and considerations for planning authorities. A copy of the presentation will be circulated to the group. 

He also discussed the viability of  wind resource assessments and the conclusion of the discussion was that zoning by individual local authorities of the best wind energy sites would be counter productive and cause potential  delays in planning considerations. Zoning would also preclude future changes in technical and economic factors. It is better that local authorities concentrate their efforts on producing planning policies that have a presumption in favour of wind energy developments.

4. Oxford City Council SPG

Annette reported back on progress with the SPG for Natural Resource Use for Oxford City. A first draft has been produced which include everything possible with the aim of  slimming it down into a workable document. It was circulated to the group for their comments and views on the applicability of this to other local authorities. Oxford City is pleased with the first draft and expects to appoint a new officer in July who will take responsibility for this. OCC is aiming for consultation with members in the autumn 2003. 

Comments received on the draft from GOSE and OCC make it clear that the document needs some revision to slim it down. There is potential for separating it into a guidance / best practice document and separate SPG. OCC feel that while some of the issues are not strictly land use issues, the council’s legal team are willing to be flexible as they feel that there is potential to link these back to land use matters. The document also needs to be more specific on what the developers will need to do as part of the application. The Checklist is useful but a clearer process needs to be devised. 

Annette agreed to revise the document and report back on progress to the group. 

An interesting area of work would also be to develop technology specific SPG e.g. for wind turbine, large scale biomass developments and solar energy etc. Annette invited anyone interested in working on this with TV Energy to get in contact. 

5. Bracknell Forest Town Centre Redevelopment

Bev Hindle outlined the background a progress achieved to date on regenerating the town centre of Bracknell. A landowner consortium has now been formed which will form the basis of the negotiations over the development. TV Energy and BFBC have worked in partnership to submit a funding bid to the Energy Saving Trust Community Energy Programme to support a feasibility study to assess the potential for incorporating RE within the new development. Options to be assessed will be combined heat and power networks based on biomass, large and small wind turbines, integrated solar energy and sustainable transport solutions. The outcome of this bid is expected in late June. 

TVE and BFBC are also seeking EC funding from the Concerto programme which is to e launched in June. Concerto provides capital funding for urban integrated renewables and is aimed at large scheme. A meeting to discuss this will take place on the 5th June in Brussels with EC officials and all Thames Valley local authorities are invited to attend. Annette to circulate an invite to the group members. 

There is plenty of scope for including other Thames Valley local authorities. It is hoped that the Bracknell project will provide an excellent example of best practice in the region. Annette encouraged any other local authorities considering urban regeneration projects to get in contact to discuss options for renewables. 

6. Site Visits

Bedzed – Ian Bacon explained that a trip to visit the Bedzed development in March was very successful. Two more dates have been organised for visits. Those interested in joining one of the trips should get in contact with Ian or visit the TVE website for more information.

European Best Practice – Annette and Ian will look into arrangements for a site visit to Austria using some EC / GOSE funding for planning officers and members to view European examples of best practice in urban and rural planning for renewables. Annette asked that anyone interested in this to contact her to put their name down provisionally. 

7. Planning event

Annette explained that a workshop / seminar event for planning officers and members on RE matters could be arranged by TVE. She undertook to write to the Thames Valley Chief Executives and the group representatives on this to provide more details and gauge interest. 

8. Any other Business

Ian talked about the work he is doing with South Oxfordshire DC on the Didcot housing development where the aim is to create a proportion of low energy housing. Discussions are ongoing with developers. 

Ian also explained that he was soon to become an EcoHomes registered assessor which would be an additional service that TVE could provide for local authorities to facilitate the sustainable design of new developments. He will give a presentation on EcoHomes at the next group meeting. 

TVE have also been advising a number of local authorities on RE planning policies. Officers interested in this should contact Annette. 

9. Date of Next Meeting

11 September at 2pm. To be hosted by West Oxfordshire District Council. 

