
TV Energy has been active in a number of projects:

Workshops and site visits: Each year we organise events and site visits, to educate local stakeholders and
decision makers about renewable energy and the local development opportunities. 

Site visits in the past year have included the Bedzed zero energy development, the wood fuel heating system
at Worcestershire County Hall and the Swaffam 1.5MW wind turbine. Workshops have been held on solar
energy solutions, low energy options for social housing and renewable energy in town centre regeneration
schemes, short rotation coppice planting and wood waste chipping. See our website for the latest
events programme.

Low Energy Housing: TV Energy has been working for South Oxfordshire District Council to assist with
the assessment of a 3500 house development at Didcot for low energy design and EcoHomes options.

Schools: TV Energy has surveyed 22 schools and environmental education centres in Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire for renewable energy options. Installations are now underway including a solar thermal
system for a school swimming pool, a 6kW wind turbine, a ground source heat system and a wood fuel
heating system.

SEE-Stats or South East England Renewable Energy Statistics: A project undertaken by TV Energy on
behalf of the South East of England Renewable Energy Partnership led by the Government Office for the
South East (GOSE). SEE-Stats will monitor and publish up to date information on renewable energy projects
in the region.  Visit www.SEE-Stats.org to see what’s going on.

Bracknell RENAISSANCE: TV Energy is working with Bracknell Forest Borough Council to include large
scale integrated renewable energy systems within the regeneration proposals for Bracknell town centre and
the development of an energy services company. 

TV Bioenergy: TV Energy has established TV Bioenergy to supply the wood fuel needs of developing wood
fuel projects in the Thames Valley. Wood fuel sourced from short rotation coppice and from waste wood will
be collected and chipped and supplied on to end users. TV Bioenergy has also established its own short
rotation coppice plantation in Oxfordshire.

TV Bioenergy (Coppice): A new producer group established for local growers. Our business plan
envisages 2,600 hectares of short rotation coppice in place by 2008. 
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To register for our events or site visits or for more information about renewable energy,
please go to our website www.tvenergy.org or contact us:

TV Energy, Liberty House, The Enterprise Centre
New Greenham Business Park, Newbury, Berks, RG19 6HS
Telephone: 01635 817420  Email: info@tvenergy.org

Making Renewables Work for the
people of the South East of England

www.tvenergy.org



TV Energy aims to promote, educate and deliver practical sustainable energy solutions to business,
organisations, communities and individuals across the Thames Valley and the South East of England.

Within the Thames Valley region the key
renewable energy solutions are:

Biomass

Biomass is a particularly viable option for renewable energy in the Thames Valley and Surrey. With large areas
covered with woodland, utilising forestry residues and developing coppicing specifically for energy are excellent
prospects. To assist the uptake of biomass fuels across the region, we have established a new company, ‘TV
Bioenergy’ to both stimulate the market and to integrate wood fuel supply. We have also established a Thames
Valley based producer group for energy coppice growers.

Wind

Across the region there are development opportunities for wind energy generation. Given the existing scale of
urban development and the nature of the local landscape, the most appropriate scale of wind turbine development
is likely to be single large turbines or small clusters of up to 5 turbines. We aim to work closely with developers to
ensure community involvement at all stages. We also encourage small scale wind turbine developments by working
with farmers, schools and community groups to realise opportunities.  

Small Scale Hydro

There a number of interesting opportunities for small scale hydro schemes across the South East of England. The
total potential is estimated to be the order of 5MW across the Thames Valley alone. Weirs and old mills offer
potential sites that could contribute a small, yet locally significant power source. Small scale hydro is a mature
technology and economic and environmental barriers are increasingly being overcome.

Solar (Passive/Thermal/Photovoltaics)

In 2001, the homes in Alpine Close, Maidenhead (left) were allocated to housing association tenants. These homes
have been designed to make the most of the sun’s heat and light. They also incorporate solar thermal panels for
hot water provision and photovoltaic panels that generate electricity. These are homes for the present as well as
the future and these technologies are being increasingly utilised within the region. We are working in conjunction
with local authorities, housing associations and developers to encourage further projects of this nature. 

Energy from Green Waste

There are significant opportunities to use source segregated green waste, food and drink residues, garden waste
etc. to generate energy throughout the region. Technologies such as the anaerobic digestion of green wastes to
produce biogas and residues which can be used as fertiliser are ideal solutions to local needs.

Ground Source Heat Pumps

Taking advantage of the latent heat stored in the ground, this technology offers another space and water heating
options for the regions buildings and could even be extended to provide summer cooling solutions. Particularly
popular in the USA and Scandinavia, the number of installations is increasing within the region and should continue
to do so as the technology is more widely understood.

Some of the key sectors we work with include:

Local Communities and Groups

We work closely with all levels of government to drive the delivery of the South East region and the Thames Valley
and Surrey renewable energy targets. We provide advice and support to local groups at the grassroots level, to
help in finding new solutions to local energy needs. We also run a grant programme which provides feasibility
funding for small local renewable energy projects and we offer the technical support to get these projects
off the ground.

Local Authorities and Regional Government

We work closely with all levels of government to drive the delivery of the Thames Valley and Surrey renewable
energy targets of 140MW by 2010 and 209MW by 2016. In order to meet these targets we actively work with
planning officers at a local and regional level, to encourage the inclusion of renewable energy within local plans.
We provide technical support to local authorities assisting them to integrate renewables into a wide range of
projects. Examples include town centre regeneration, commercial, housing, public and community developments.
Throughout the year, we run a programme of training events and educational site visits for officers and councillors. 

Universities and Colleges

There are a number of high profile education establishments across the South East and we work close with these
to seek out and develop joint research and development projects to boost the international, regional and local
understanding of renewable energy. We have supported the formation of the Thames Valley Scientific Forum, a
partnership of universities which explores the technical, social and educational issues surrounding the development
of renewable energy. We have also enabled the creation of an environmental sociology unit at the University of
Reading, specialising in renewable energy studies. We also offer a number of student research placements each
year. 

Industry and Enterprise

We work with a range of private sector partners to initiate and support innovative projects. We have provided
technical advice on the use of transport bio-fuels with a major supermarket chain with the aim of establishing a
viable bio-fuel supply infrastructure. We are also working with local waste and water companies to explore
opportunities for using green wastes for energy generation. 

TV Energy’s Partners and Sponsors


